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One of the destinations of the July excursion, the glacial pavement at Lake Eppalock (Derrinal) 
is normally covered by water but due to the recent drought it has been visible for months. A 
glacier crept over this rock more then 250 million years ago leaving these distinct scratches that 
continue as a feature in the landscape throughout the Derrinal/Knowsley area. The rocks 
dropped by the glacier along its path are known as erratics (they occur in a landscape from 
which they did not originate). We are extremely fortunate to have such a significant geological 
site that is so well preserved and we need to ensure its continuous preservation (see Rod Orr’s 
article on page 8) 
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Editors’ Note 

A thin Whirrakee....We nearly had no magazine at all had it not been for some very late 
contributions, thank you to those who rescued this edition! 

Winter is nearly over, the Golden Wattle is starting to flower — could members come out of 
hibernation and write down their spring observation and experiences for the next issue? 

We are hoping that the September and October issues are the most interesting and colourful issues of 
the whole year. 

Don’t forget about the nominations for office bearers for the next general meeting. A nomination 
form was included in the July edition of Whirrakee. 


BENDIGO - HEART OF THE 
BOX - IRONBARK COUNTRY 


WILDFLOWER 


PRESENTED BY THE BENDIGO 
FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB & 
BENDIGO NATIVE PLANT GROUP 
AS PART OF THE “SPRING IN 
THE BENDIGO BUSH” PROGRAM 


ENTRY BY 
GOLD COIN DONATION 


SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB ROOMS 
OLD HIGH ST. GOLDEN SQUARE 


lOam - 4pm 
I9 & 20 SEPTEMBER 


WILDFLOWER SHOW TO Be 
OPENED BY LOCAL GARDENING 
EDITOR / RADIO PRESENTER: 


ROSEMARY DAVIES 


Ilam SATURDAY 
I9 SEPTEMBER 1998 


COME & DISCOVER OUR 
BEAUTIFUL NATIVE FLORA 
> ADVICE & INFORMATION 
> INDIGENOUS GARDEN 
> FLOWER. DISPLAY 
» GUIDED WALK 2pm- 3pm 
SATURDAY (FROM SHOW) 


ALSO 


LOOK OUT FOR OTHER 
“SPRING IN THE BENDIGO BUSH” 
ACTIVITIES IN SEPTEMBER 


ENQUIRIES 
phone Ken (03) 54 479 787 
or Lorraine (03) 54 496 523 


1998 Wildflower Show 
Author: Frances Cincotta, Wildflower Show 
Subcommittee 


This year’s Wildflower Show will be held on the 
weekend of the 19th and 20th September at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Club Rooms. A 
subcommittee of the ‘Spring in the Bendigo 
Bush’ committee has been formed including 
members of both the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club (BFNC) and the Bendigo Native Plant 
Group (BNPG), to figure out the details of the 
Wildflower Show, and make sure that it comes 
together smoothly. Please mark this weekend 
on your calendar and think about which friends 
to bring along! 

I see the Wildflower Show as our big chance, 
once a year, to educate the general public about 
indigenous gardening, the range of beautiful 
native plants that can be grown in this area and 
their benefits as well as about the important issue 
of environmental weeds. We also get to 
advertise the existence of our groups and 
hopefully gain new members. 

At the next BENC meeting, there will be copies 
of the Wildflower Show leaflet printed on the 
previous page, plus posters and ‘Spring in the 
Bendigo Bush’ calendars for you to take and 
help us with advertising. There will also be a 
roster for the Wildflower Show weekend. 
Please consider putting your name down for a 
two hour time slot to help on the door or be 
available to answer questions or show people 
around our indigenous garden. It would be ideal 
to have two members from each of the two 
groups rostered for each two hour time slot 
between 10am and 4pm. If you want to be on 
the roster but won’t be at the August meeting to 
put your name down then phone me on 
54762691 or Barbara on 54393075. 

On Friday 18th September we need help to set 
up the displays between 4pm and 6.30pm. 
Please bring fresh flowering specimens, labelled 
with botanical names if possible to make it easier 
to find the relevant card for each species. 
BNPG has a meeting that night at 7.30pm at the 
TAFE Horticultural Annexe in Osborne Street, 
Flora Hill. The guest speaker is Tim Morrow 
who will talk about Nature Photography. 
BFNC members are welcome to attend. 


Working Bee for the Bendigo Field 


Naturalists Club Garden Development 
Group 


The next working bee for our garden will be on 
Sunday 23 August at 9 am at the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club. 

The third stage of the garden is completed, 
however we need to weed and replace dead 
plants in areas 1, 2 and 3. The garden has to 
look good for the 19 - 20 September Wildflower 
Show. 


The Value of Pets 
Author: Sabine Wilkens ’ 


I recently saw a Bird-eating Spider in a pet shop 
in Melbourne for $ 140.- It was sold with the 
conditions that the purchaser had a lockable 
cabinet (these spiders are apparently very 
poisonous) which was temperature and humidity 
controlled. In a different pet shop, I saw a pair 
of Fat-tailed Dunnarts for $180.-, a pair of 
Sugargliders for $ 450.- and numerous native 
snakes and lizards varying from 50.- to 100s of 
dollars. 

I never thought that some of these animals could 
be for sale to the general public. The licence 
requirements (S 1 or S 2) to own these animals 
were clearly written on their enclosures but these 
licences did not seem difficult to obtain. 


Many great naturalists had pets as children and 
as adults too, and children can clearly learn a lot 
from looking after an animal. There is 
something in me objecting to owning a native 
animal like this, but why? The pet shop owner 
said that most (and hopefully in the future, all) 
these animals are bred in captivity. If this was 
so, would people still feel uneasy? 

Perhaps it is more important to ask whether the 
animal, native or not, is suited to a life in a cage? 


But how do we know how happy, or otherwise, 
a blue-tongue lizard is in a cage? 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 
library. 


kRRKKKK KK 


NATURE Australia(Aust. Museum) 
Winter 1998 


"Trouble in Paradise?" by Mark Eldridge asks 
whether the use of island populations in 
conservation will ultimately lead to the 
extinction of the species they were intended 
to save. 


"Lyrebirds: Veiled in Secrecy" by Sydney 
Curtis reports that little is known of the 
behaviour of Albert's Lyrebird due to the 
extreme shyness of this northern species. 


"Twisting the Night Away" by Geoff 
McNamara reveals that tornados are more 
frequent in Australia than we realize and 
describes how these unpredictable "twisters" 
form. 


"Tusked Frogs" by Geordie Torr reports on 
this unusual species found on the east coast 
from Queensland to New South Wales. 


kRaeRRKKKK 


HABITAT Australia(ACF) 
April 1998 


"WA Can't Cotton On" by Tim Fisher reports 
that the damming of the Fitzroy River to 
provide water for cotton growing has moved 
a step closer. 


"Jabiluka: Country at Stake", a Habitat 
special supplement, outlines the case against 
the uranium industry in a World Heritage 
area. 


"Bringing Back the Western Woodlands" by 
Ruth Williams describes the Cumberland 
Plain Woodland, west of Sydney, once 
thought of as unsightly scrub, now 
considered a unique type of woodland. 


RARKREKKKSK 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
June 1998 


-Gould's Petrel v The Rabbit: Cabbage Tree 
Island, NSW 

-South Georgia Island: millions of seabirds 
-Screaming-woman bird: Barking Owl or 
Powerful Owl? 


July 1998 
-Native Fruit for Birds 


-A Rail Explosion: Ravenshoe, Qld 
-Black Tern in Southern Victoria 


OUT OF THE BOX(Box-Iron-bark Region) 
May 1998 


-Swift Parrot surveys in 1997 
-Ants - remarkable insects 
-Rare Bat at Puckapunyal 
-Victoria's Biodiversity 


RKReKKKK K 


Also received recently: 


*Environment Victoria News 
June & July 1998 
*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 
' June & July 1998 
*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
June & July 1998 
*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
June & July 1998 
*Field Nats News(FNCV) 
June 1998 
*Sun-Nat(Sunraysia FNC) 
May 1998 
*Victorian Landcare 
Winter 1998 


RARKEKKKK 


The New Atlas of Australian Birds 
Author: Anne Bridley 


Club Members may remember the first Atlas of 
Australian Birds which was organised by the 
Royal Australasian Ornithological Union and ran 
between 1977 and 1981. 


The distribution and breeding distribution of 
Australian birds was recorded in 10’ blocks (of 
longitude and latitude) and published as maps 
showing the distribution of every Australian bird 
in 1 degree blocks in 1984. 


Now, Environment Australia has agreed to fund 
a second Atlas of Australian Birds for four 
years. The aim of this project is to promote 
knowledge and conservation of birds and their 
habitats. The Atlas will start on the Ist August 
this year and will result in a publication at the 
end of four years. 


There are three ways an atlasser can contribute: 


(1) recording general bird lists (and breeding 
information), each from an area of up to 100 ha. 
Bird lists can be recorded from the same area on 
a weekly basis. The Atlas project aims to get 
bird lists from as many different 2.5’ or 10’ grid 
blocks as possible. This will give precise 
location of threatened species and their habitats. 


(2) making 20 minute bird lists, including 
breeding records, within an area of up to 3 ha. 
As many surveys at the one spot.can be made as 
the observer wishes. A site can be visited at 
each season. Together with a habitat 
description, these surveys will give information 
about the relative abundance of birds in different 
environments. This method can be used for 
example to monitor the health of wetland areas 
and to survey tree plantings over time. 


(3) sightings of unusual or rare species can be 
recorded. 


The New Atlas Project Manager is Dr Geoff 
Barrett. To register your interest in becoming an 
atlasser and receive a project kit, contact 


Geoff Barrett 

New Atlas of Australian Birds 
Birds Australia 

415 Riversdale Rd 

Hawthorn East, Vic. 3123 


Information for this article came from ‘The New 
Atlas of Australian Birds’ by Stephen Ambrose. 
Wingspan. June 1998. 


Birds and Words (Part 2) 
Author: Peter Allan 


A cheery thought on sneaky species. 


Do you know the crakes that creep in the creek? 
Or does nobody know them but me. 

They're just like the great big waterhens, 

But tiny as tiny can be. 

There's the Spotted Crake and the Spotless 
Crake 

And the Little Crake - that's three. 

But you've got to keep-oo-ever so still 

If a Crake you want to see. 

(‘Tales and Tarradiddles', Prof. Harrison, 
quoted from The Bird Observer, Feb 1957) 


Like a certain State Department, the Little 
Crake's name changes frequently 

- ‘Little’ to 'Marsh' to 'Baillons'. Talking of 
names - what a lot of paper, what taxonomic 
battles, what disputes in the bush have been 
spent in our desire for order in all things and 
names acceptable to all. We inherited in 
common names those familiar to our mainly 
British ancestors. So we have Wrens that are not 
Wrens, Robins that are not Thrush-type Robins, 
a Wagtail that's a Fantail (side to side, not up 
and down), Magpies, Choughs etc., and 
hyphenated impossibilities. 


Our Cuckoo-Shrike is neither Cuckoo nor 
Shrike, Shrike-Tit neither Tit nor Shrike (by the 
way, The Shrike-Tit's Latin name _ is 
‘Falcunculus’, ie, 'Little Falcon'. Oops!). 
Magpie-Lark is a Flycatcher with a fondness for 
mud. Golden-headed Fantail-Warbler - a name 
as long as the bird? Cuckoo-Shrike's Latin name 
is “Coracina’ - ‘like a crow'. Oops again! 


Not that the older names are more accurate. The 
Nightjar - a thing that makes a jarring noise at 
night. In French, 'Engoulevent' - 'the 
swallower, like our Frogmouth - so far, so 
good. But 'Ziegenmelker' (German) and 
‘Caprimulgus' (Latin) mean 'Goat-sucker'. Mr 
Aristotle (ancient Greek Philosopher) assured us 
that this bird flies to the goat, sucks the udder 
dry which withers and the goats go blind. 


The world-wide species, Osprey - Pandion 
haliaetus. More confusion: Osprey comes from 
‘Ossifrage' ie, 'bone-breaker', but this was the 
Bearded Vulture's specialty, dropping bones to 
break them open. The Roman General and 
Naturalist, Pliny, said that one killed the Greek 
dramatist Aeschylus by dropping a tortoise on 
his bald head in mistake for a rock. Hats on! 
And the Latin second part comes from ‘Hals’ - 
Sea, ‘Aetos’ - Eagle. Pandion was a mythical 
king turned into the Osprey who, surprisingly, 
had as children, Progne the Swallow and 
Philomela the Nightingale. Caspian Terns were 
once ‘Hydroprogne’ - Sea Swallows and, in the 
old ABC Argonauts Club I was Pandion 15. 
(RAOU Official Checklist, 1926, now out of 
date but has interesting detail on names and 
sources) 


Whilst we are mythologising let us consider the 
Phoenix, the rarest bird originally from Egypt, 
only one in the species which every 500 years 
sets fire to its nest, perishes, then arises from the 
ashes. Used as a symbol for Christ's 
resurrection in Medieval Europe, and by the 
ABC for an equally mythical fire-bombing 
investigation TV series. 


Then there is the Roc, confirmed by Marco Polo 
(and Sinbad the Sailor) a large Persian species 
which could snatch up elephants, carry them on 
high and ... more dropping on rocks (or bald 
heads?). 


More recently, Samuel Johnson (1709 - 84) 
stated "Swallows certainly sleep all Winter. A 
number of them conglobulate together by flying 
round and round then all in a heap throw 
themselves to lie in the bed of a river." More 
recently, still in the 1950s/1960s when the 
bulldozer really made its mark for clearing bush 
blocks, we were told that displaced species 
"retreated to the forests". Well, I suppose the 
survivors did initially, but any habitat only holds 
so many individuals. 


Drifting back to names. Perhaps we should 
have used more Aboriginal names as has been 
done with marsupials. I can think of only five. 
Forget Emu and Jabiru - they are from Portugal 
and Brazil. Only one appears in Latin, I think, 
ie, Falco berigora. The Budgerygah comes in a 
different spelling (once Betcherrygah) claimed to 
be from two Aboriginal words, Budgeree - 
Good, and Gar - Cockatoo. An American 
dictionary in 1880 gave the source of the name 
as a corruption of the French ‘Beauregard’ - 
Good looks - an error repeated in subsequent 
editions (Brasch, R. 'The Cat's Pyjamas’, 
A&R) 


Today I spotted a Spotted Spotted in a tree. The 
Spotted Pardalote (Pardalotus punctatus) ie 
double tautology, ‘Pardalotus’ - Greek, meaning 
Spotted and ‘Punctatus’ - Latin, meaning 
Spotted! 


We give birds character as well as names, 
particularly those with whom we have a long- 
standing or close association. Affectionate - 
Willie Wagtail, Jacky Winter, Jenny Wren, 
Robin Redbreast (note, they all get 'human' 
Christian names) or more aggressive - 
Sparrowhawk, Chickenhawk, Goshawk, Bee- 
eater - Magpie and Jackdaw are early examples 
(Margaret and Jack) of familiarity naming and 
Martin has no apparent source other than as a 
simple name. 


The Swan, particularly the Mute, is associated 
with Royalty. Princes and Princesses are 
changed into them with often tragic motifs, eg, 
The Swan Lake Ballet. 


The silver swan, who living had no note 

When death approached, unlocked her silent 
throat. 

Leaning her breast against the reedy shore 

Thus sang her first and last, and sung no more. 
Farewell all joys! Oh death come close my eyes. 
More geese than swans now live, more fools 
than wise. 

(Anon, Golden Treasury of Animal Stories and 
Poems, Untermeyer, L.( Ed.)) 


So geese have a different character, more 
homely sometimes foolish but also motherly 
(Mother Goose). Contrariwise, their very 
obvious migrations in the Northern Hemisphere 
give them an air of mystery - the restless wild 
goose, the wanderer. "I must go where the wild 


goose goes." 

Chickens, or rather hens, are very homely, 
domestics busy: "The Little Red Hen sometimes 
easily upset. The sky is falling in." Roosters 
are all bluff and bluster as in Aesops Fables - no 
sober father figure here. 


Ducks are simply funny. Why else are major 
cartoonists’ characters noisy ducks? Donald, 
Daisy and the suspect nephews from Disney, the 
despicable Daffy from Warners. It's those flat 
feet and ridiculous voice "Quack"! 


Ravens/Crows are perhaps the commonest birds 
in legend and literature, from Odin (Norse) with 
one at each ear, Noah sending forth a Raven first 
(It did not return! Why then so many Ravens?). 
Irish Cuchlain, two magic ones. Owen of Wales 
with a whole Raving army. Indians of North 
America, Raven masks (trickster, changes 
shape, seduces women etc.), Australian Crows - 
‘Crow Country' by Kenneth Slessor, "Lashed 
by the screaming of the crow", to a team of 
netballers - the Adelaide Ravens. And 
Cormorants are Ravens of the Sea (‘Cor’ - 
Marine). 


Enough is enough! A gem of a poem, six lines 
from Victorian poet, Lord Tennyson, 'The 
Eagle’: 


He clasps the crag with crooked hands 

Close to the sun in lonely lands. 

Ringed with the azure world, he stands. 

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls. 

He watches from his mountain walls 

And like a thunderbolt he falls. 

(Anon, Golden Treasury of Animal Stories and 
Poems, Untermeyer, L.( Ed.)) 


And a final word on the environment from 
General Pliny (AD 23-79) - regrettably, little 
changes in some ways: 


"Tt is true that the earth brought forth poisons but 
who discovered them except man ... It is not 
unusual for us to poison rivers and the very 
elements of which the world is made, even the 
air itself in which all things live we corrupt till it 
injures and destroys." 


References: I have collected quotes over many 
years - not all sources have been noted. 


Submission to the Lake 
Recreation Development Plan 
Author: Rod Orr 


Eppalock 


To Mr David Schier, 
Recreation Development Planner, 
Lake Eppalock Recreation Development Plan 


Dear Sir, 


On behalf of the Bendigo Field Naturalists' Club 
Inc., I wish to make the following brief 
submission to the Lake Eppalock Recreation 
Development Plan document (Goulburn-Murray 
Water, 6 May 1998). 


This skeleton outline of the headings which 
could be relevant to any reconsideration of the 
use of Lake Eppalock and the possible impacts 
of intensifying any of the present uses made of 
this resource was discussed briefly by the 
Committee of the BFNC Inc. - we agreed that 
our club would want to be involved in this 
process and I was asked to register our interest. 


I have also received a copy of the later 
Memorandum (15 June 1998) addressed to 
...interested individuals, agencies and groups' 
although the Bendigo Field Naturalists’ Club 
was not included in your list of organisations. 
The membership list presented on Page 3, 
section 2.3 of this Memo appears to be so top- 
heavy with user representatives and so light-on 
with representation from environmental or 
natural resource conservation groups that we 
would urge you to add a representative from the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists' Club (BFNC) and 
also one from the Bendigo and District 
Environment Group (BDEC). 


In addition, although a representative of the 
North Central Catchment Management Authority 
is included in the membership list, it should be 
recognised that a sharper local focus is also 
important in order to complement the much 
broader regional perspective of the Catchment 
Management Authority (whose responsibilities 
extend from the Campaspe to the Avon- 
Richardson Catchments across the whole of 
North-central Victoria). The Campaspe Land and 
Water Management Group has been actively 
concerned with natural resource issues in the 
Campaspe Catchment - there are corresponding 
Land and Water Management Groups for the 
other river catchments in the North-central 
region which focus on issues affecting their own 
separate catchments. The members of the 


Campaspe Land and Water Management Group 
are primarily farmers who are committed to the 
management of land and water resources in this 
catchment - it is entirely appropriate that this 
group should be included in the proposed 
Liaison Group and that they should be asked for 
a representative who is interested in the broader 
resource management issues of Lake Eppalock. 
As a very brief justification of the interests and 
concerns of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club 
in Lake Eppalock, I would ask you to consider 
the following list: 


1 The protection of remnant natural 
vegetation around the lake is a matter of great 
concern. Simple minded statements are often 
made about the possibility of enhancing and 
restoring native vegetation but these approaches 
are never as effective as acting to protect existing 
remnants from degradation or clearing in the first 
place. We are very concerned that any move to 
intensify recreational use (and perhaps 
residential occupation) of Lake Eppalock and its 
surrounds should recognise the importance of 
remnant vegetation and the need to protect it. 


2 The lake is surrounded by mostly cleared 
land which acts as a recharge zone for ground- 
water recharge. Efforts are continuing to 
encourage a less intensive use of large areas of 
such an open landscape so that it may be 
returned to a dense cover of naturally occurring 
vegetation. The justification for this is the need 
for perennial vegetation to intercept and use 
rainfall before it can percolate through the topsoil 
and recharge ground-water. If the gradual 
revegetation of very large areas of the cleared 
agricultural land surrounding Lake Eppalock 
isn't achieved then salinisation of the surface 
soils will occur over much of this land leading to 
profound degradation of soil and water quality. 
Evidence of this process is already quite easily 
seen in many areas around the lake. We are 
concerned that land and water degradation 
should be anticipated and avoided by planning. 
Forested areas around the lake are already 
performing the vital role of ground-water control 
in the soils under the forested land and around 
the fringes of the forest. Forested land must be 
protected from clearing or these benefits will be 
lost, leading to the degradation of soil and water 
resources in this area. 


3 Parts of the shoreline of Lake Eppalock 
are geologically important in developing an 
understanding of geological processes in this 
part of Victoria. In particular, Glacial Erratics 
and Glacial Pavements are known from several 


areas around the shoreline - they have been 
recorded, mapped and protected from erosion by 
being re-buried in many instances (several 
Glacial Pavements had to be excavated to expose 
their upper surface before they could be 
recognised). Members of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists' Club were involved in this work and 
occasional visits to monitor some of these 
geological sites are still made by club members. 
Areas of the shoreline where these geological 
features occur should be recognised and 
protected from damage. 


4 The report of the Coulthard Committee 
drew attention to the very poor quality of Lake 
Eppalock's water and made the clear connection 
between shoreline activities (inadequate sewage 
treatment mostly), water-borne recreation and 
microbial contamination of the lake waters. The 
health consequences for water users, particularly 
of drinking water taken from the lake (either 
locally by lake residents or via the pipeline 
which supplies an increasing proportion of 
Bendigo's drinking water supply) were also 
made clear in this report which recommended 
against intensifying recreational use of the lake 
or its shoreline. Of course, it might be tempting 
to dismiss that report out of hand now because it 
was tabled in the 1970's - we pretend to be 
much more modern and sophisticated in the 
1990's and seem prepared to spend ever- 
increasing millions of dollars annually 
attempting to sterilise already contaminated water 
and make it safer to drink. Unfortunately, 
several microbial contaminants have appeared in 
local water supplies making them much more 
difficult to treat because they are resistant to 
commonly used methods of sterilisation - it is 
very much wiser (and much cheaper) to plan 
properly and avoid contaminating drinking water 
supplies in the first place! Intensifying 
recreational use of this water storage will 
undoubtedly make it more difficult to guarantee 
the safety of Bendigo's water supply. We are 
water consumers who are living in Bendigo; 
consequently the members of the BFNC are very 
concerned about this possible consequence of 
further developments at Lake Eppalock. 

I trust that this brief submission demonstrates 
that we are interested in being represented on 
this Liaison Group. There really has not been 
sufficient time to discuss this properly at a 
meeting of either the club or the committee, 
however, so that we do not risk missing this 
opportunity, I am prepared to nominate myself 
as the representative of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists' Club Inc., at least, in the interim 
pending further discussions within the club. 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


12 AUGUST Saxicolous. Lichens 
(Lichens on Rocks) 
Speaker: Dr. Noel Sleigher 


9 SEPTEMBER Annual General Meeting 


Speaker: Dr Jenny Shield: Spiders of 
North Central Victoria 
14 OCTOBER Northern Plains 


Grassland Ecology — Terrick Terrick State Park. 

Speaker: Tim Barlow, Grassy Ecosystem 
Project Officer, Victorian 
National Parks Association 


11 NOVEMBER President’s Address: 
“The Journey So Far” 
Speaker: Jane Cleary 


The excursion on August 16 will be to 
White Hills Cemetery to inspect lichens. This 
will only be an afternoon excursion. Please 
check at the August General Meeting or ring 
John Lindner (54483027) for time of departure. 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, August, 7, 7.30pm 

David Geering (DNRE), the Regent Honeyeater 
Recovery Coordinator will give another 
_ perspective on the Regent Honeyeater Recovery 
Program. David studied the breeding biology of 
the Regent Honeyeater in the Capertree Valley, 
central N.S.W. during 1994 to 1997. He was 
involved in the Capertree Valley Operations 
Group of the Regent Honeyeater recovery effort 

Bird of the Night: Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Friday, September 4, 7.30pm 

AGM and members’ night, slides and a video 
about Goshawks and Collared Sparrowhawks. 
John Robinson will share his knowledge about 
these. All members are encouraged to note 
down their observations and bring them along. 
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Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


Other Events 


11-13 September 1998 

Castlemaine F.N.C. 

Get-together weekend for members of VFNCA. 
Please register by Friday 28 August. 

Contact Anne Bridley for details (54 493479) 


Wildflower Show 

19 - 20 September 1998, 10am - 4pm. 
Senior Citizens Club Rooms, Old High Street, 
Golden Square. 

This is a joint event put on by the Bendigo 
Native Plant Group and the BFNC as part of the 
‘Spring in the Bendigo Bush’ program. A lot of 
work goes in the preparation of a magnificent 
display. All members are urged to visit the 
show and bring along as many people as 
possible to see wildflowers from the Bendigo 
district and beyond. See article on page 3-4. 


For VFNCA Spring Campout see July 
Whirrakee 


Excursions planned for the remainder of 


September: Sunday 13th, all day 

Mt Black, Graytown (grass trees 
and forest) 

Sunday 18th, all day 

Terricks and Kamarooka State 
Parks (northern grasslands flora) 
Weekend, 14th/15th, two days 
Campout in the Pyrenees State 
Forest 

Sunday 13th, all day 

Social event at Jack Ipsen’s, Lyal 
Glen 


October: 


November: 


December: 


LIABILITY Every person participating in a 
BFNC activity does, so as a volunteer in all 
respects and as such accepts full responsibility 
for any injury to himself/herself however 
incurred. The Association, its office bearers, 
organisers and leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of any injury, loss or 
damage suffered by the participant whilst 
engaged in and BFNC activity. 


